theNatureJournal.ca - South Nation Conservation UNIONID SURVEY SITE VISIT DATA SHEET
Purpose: Unionid Inventory Sample: “Throughout North America native mussels (Unionidae) have long been declining, due to
harvesting, sedimentation, and pollution. Introduced Zebra Mussels are eliminating entire species and faunas by smothering,
displacement, and starvation.” There's about 20 species of Unionids in eastern Ontario, and many of them are poorly known. The
species, especially in the common genera, can be hard to identify, & the vast majority of individuals belong to the common species.
Fortunately, dead shells can be picked up without harming populations & a big sample of shells is likely to contain a few of the
uncommon species. The procedure is simple: print this datasheet on good (bond) paper in waterproof ink, gather a bagfull of shells
from each site where you notice them, fill out this sheet, & send them to me. I'll identify the shells & send an account of the sample
to you, along with identified shells that will help you learn the species in your river or watershed. -- Fred Schueler, Bishops Mills
Natural History Centre. RR#2, 30 Main Street, Bishops Mills, Ontario, KOG 1T0, (613)258-3107, <bckcdb@istar.ca>

OBSERVERS:

Country: Prov/State: County: Twp:

Water body: Location:

Land Control: cCrown cMunicipal crightofway oPrivate. ELEV: m Reference: oground data oroad/topo map

o GPS WAYPT (datum): Co-ordinates: extent of site: m
DATE: Start time: Finish time: Time: oStand. oDayl. DIEL PERIOD: cdawn
oearly morning omidday omidafternoon ocooling aft. cdusk cearly night clate night

WEATHER: Air temp: °C Time: Height: m Habitat :

SUN: oobscured ovisible chazy obright. CLOUD COV:  %. ofog. PRECIPITATION: onone otrace clight omoderate cheavy
o intermittant osteady orain osnow WIND: N E S W N ocalm cbreeze ostrong ostorm ogale osteady ogusting.

PAST 48 HOURS: Temperature: onormal, unseasonably: ocwarm ocold. Moisture: onormal, unseasonably: owet odry.
TOPOGRAPHY: chill cridge ovalley oplain oplateau ofloodplain ocdune obeach. BEDROCK:climestone o shale o granite
ogniess onot exposed BANK: obedrock oboulders ocobbles ogravel osand osilt otill cloam oclay oorganic soil opeat
opodzol. SOIL MOISTURE: cfrozen cflooded owet Moist:ofield capacityo<field cap. odry overy dry.

TERRESTRIAL VEGETATION:

HUMAN IMPACT (estimated yrs since, c=current)

___dam/weir, ___logging, ___tree plant.,___ herbicides,___tilled fields, ___hay, __ pasture, ___ mine/quarry, ___ -
shoreline residence, ___lawns, ____ dock/pier, ___ hardened shore, ___urban area, ___ park, ___road constr., __ -
hunting/angling __ -bathing/groomed beach ___ -beaver dam destruct., __ -ditch ___-drainage/sewage outfall, __,

imported fill/lsand, ___Zebra Mussels, other alien spp. OTHER & DETAILS::

WETLANDS oabsent
oephemeral operm. onatural oartificial osaline ofresh otidal ofringing obeavers cbog ofen Swamp:oshrubotreed omarsh
opalvaro hummocks ofloating mat. DOMINANT PLANTS:

WATERBODY
oseasonal operm. onatural ocanalized oditch cexcavated cimpounded cbeaver dam ospring obrook cslow creek criver
ofleuve opond clake obeach pond ostorm sewer oroadside opool/riffle cmeandering cbraided. BOTTOM: obedrock
oboulders ocobbles oshingle ogravel osand osilt oclay omuck opeat odetritus obranches/logs omarl.

UNDER ROCKS:cclear ogravel coccluded o silt oclay odetritus oreducing cAmphipod o Isopods WATER LEVEL: coflood
obankfull cnormal clow o<low odry orising oreceding. QUALITY: oclear ocloudy oyellow obrown ogreen oalgal scum
omuddy opollution canoxic oH.S pH: . MOVEMENT: cstill cripples owaves o trickle oslow omedium ofast ofalling.
M/SEC: WIDTH: LENGTH: MAX.DEPTH: DEPTHS SAMPLED:

DOMINANT PLANTS: osubmerged ofloating cemergent

Water temp: °C Time: Depth: m Habitat

CAPTURE: odrifted on shore oshells on bottom opredator shell pile cunder bridge cdipnet cSCUBA/snorkeling owashing
out of bank . DETAILS:

SHORT HABITAT SUMMARY:

observations (continue on reverse side):

If possible, fill a grocery bag with shells, including some Zebra Mussels & other smalll drifted shells if present. Dry the shells, include
this sheet with the double-bagged dried sample. Contact us about shipping method & send the sample, with $15/sample curation
fee, to Bishops Mills Natural History Centre, RR#2, 30 Main Street, Bishops Mills, Ontario, KOG 1T0, (613)258-3107
<bckcdb@istar.ca> http://pinicola.ca See http://thenaturejouranal.ca for information on field notes- fred schueler.
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